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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



Pursuant to Public Law 89 — 497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

". . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence ... of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof." 



BULGARIA 
Cultural Property 



Agreement signed at Washington December 5, 2002; 
Entered into force November 30, 2009. 



AGREEMENT 



BETWEEN 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA 

AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA 

ON 

THE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION 
OF CERTAIN CULTURAL PROPERTIES 

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic 
of Bulgaria (hereafter referred to as Parties) - - 

Desirous of successful mutual cooperation in the fields of culture and cultural heritage of 
either state, 

Convinced that such an agreement will contribute to the strengthening of numerous 
contacts between the two states, 

Bearing in mind the respect due to fundamental human rights, and seeking to promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial and religious groups, 

Convinced that each culture has a dignity and a value which must be respected and 
preserved, and that all cultures form part of the common heritage belonging to all mankind, 

Desiring to enhance the protection of cultural heritage and provide access to the 
treasures of national and world culture without discrimination, 

Considering that deterioration or disappearance of items of the cultural heritage 
constitutes a harmful impoverishment of the heritage of all the nations of the world, 

Considering that the protection of cultural heritage can be effective only if organized 
both nationally and internationally among states working in close cooperation, 

Considering the principles of the Helsinki Final Act of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, and 

Desirous of elaborating concrete steps in furtherance of the principles and purposes of 
the 1972 Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, 



Have agreed as follotvs: 



ARTICLE 1 

Each Party will take appropriate steps to protect and preserve the cultural heritage of all 
national, religious, or ethnic groups (hereafter referred to as "groups") that reside or resided in its 
territory, including victims of genocide during the Second World War. 

The term "cultural heritage" for the purposes of this Agreement means places of worship, sites of 
historical significance, monuments, cemeteries, and memorials to the dead, as well as archival 
and other authentic and documentary materials relating thereto. 

ARTICLE 2 

The Parties shall cooperate in identifying lists of appropriate items falling within the scope of 
Article 1, particularly those which are in danger of deterioration or destruction. Either Party may 
publish such lists. 

ARTICLE 3 

Each Party will ensure that there is no discrimination, in form or in fact, against the cultural 
heritage of any group referred to in Article 1 or against the nationals of the other Party in the 
scope and application of its laws and regulations concerning: 

(a) the protection and preservation of their cultural 
heritage; 

(b) the right to contribute to the protection and 
preservation of their cultural heritage; and 

(c) public access thereto. 

ARTICLE 4 

In cases where the group concerned, referred to in Article 1, is unable, on its own, to ensure 
adequate protection and preservation of its cultural heritage, each Party shall take special steps 
to ensure such protection and preservation of cultural heritage within its territory and shall invite 
the cooperation of the other Party and its nationals where assistance is required for this purpose. 

ARTICLE 5 

Properties of cultural heritage, referred to in Article 4, that are of special significance shall be 
designated in the lists of items of cultural heritage. Such lists shall be publicly announced and 
communicated to competent federal, state, and local authorities. 

All properties of cultural heritage so designated shall be protected, preserved, and marked in the 
manner stipulated by valid legal internal regulations of either Party. Public access thereto shall be 
ensured. 

Such lists of items of cultural heritage shall be designated by the Commission referred to in 
Article 6 hereof. The Commission may also designate properties for inclusion in the list at any 
time. 

ARTICLE 6 

A Joint Cultural Heritage Commission is hereby established to oversee the operations of the lists 
referred to in Articles 2 and 5, and to perform such other functions as are delegated to it by the 
Parties. Each Party shall appoint not more than three members to the Commission, who may be 



assisted by alternates and advisers. Decisions of the Commission shall require the assent of all 
members. The Parties shall cooperate in supplying the Commission with access to the items of 
cultural heritage and information necessary for the execution of its responsibilities. 

Each Party through its representative on the Joint Cultural Heritage Commission (JCHC) 
referred to in the first paragraph hereof may request that special arrangements, as appropriate, be 
worked out under the procedures of the JCHC to protect and preserve the cultural heritage in 
the territory of the other Party of groups not covered under Article 1 , in cases where such 
cultural heritage is associated with the cultural heritage abroad of citizens of the requesting Party 
and is in need for any reason of protection and preservation. The other Party will consider steps, 
within the scope of its laws and regulations, to respond to the request. 

The United States Commission for the Preservation of America's Heritage Abroad shall be the 
Executive Agent for implementing this Agreement on the American side. The Ministry of 
Culture of the Republic of Bulgaria shall be the Executive Agent for implementing this 
Agreement on the Bulgarian side. Either Party may, by diplomatic note to the other, change its 
Executive Agent. 

ARTICLE 7 

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to relieve either Party of its obligations under the 
1 972 Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage or any other 
agreement for the protection of cultural heritage. 

ARTICLE 8 

This Agreement shall be implemented in accordance with the laws and regulations of both 
countries and the availability of funds. 

ARTICLE 9 

Disputes concerning the interpretation or application of this Agreement shall be submitted to the 
Agents referred to in the third paragraph of Article 6. 

ARTICLE 10 

This Agreement shall enter into force upon an exchange of notes by which the Parties inform 
each other about the fulfillment of their respective legal requirements for entry into force. It may 
be amended by mutual written agreement of the Parties. 



This Agreement shall remain in force until terminated by either Party giving written notice to the 
other Party through diplomatic channels of its intention to terminate this Agreement, which 
notice shall be effective six months from the date of delivery. 




CnOPA3YMEHHE 



ME5K#y 

nPABHTEJICTBOTO HA CbEJJHHEHHTE 
AMEPHKAHCKH IHATH 

H 

nPABHTEJICTBOTO HA PEnYEJIHKA ET>JirAPHfl 

3A 

OnA3BAHE H CbXPAHHBAHE 
HA OnPEAEJIEHH KYJITYPHH nAMETHHHH 

npaBHTcncTBOTO Ha Cte^HHeHHTe aMepHKaHCKH maTH h npaBHT&ncTBOTo Ha 
Peny6jiHKa EtarapHJi /HapHHami no-HaTaTbK OrpaHH/ — 

wenaeHKH ycneuiHO B3anMHo cvrpyaHHHecTBO b o6jiacrTa Ha Kyjrrypara h 
KyjrrypHOTO HacneacTBO Ha aseTe flipwaBH, 

y6efleHH, ne TaicoBa cnopa3yMeHHe me aonpHHece 3a 3acHjiBaHe Ha KOHTaKTHTe 
MOKay flBere flT>p>KaBH, 

HMaHKH npe^BHfl 3aHHTaHeTO Ha ochobhhtc hobcuikh npaBa h CTpeMeRKH ce aa 
HacT>pnaT pa36npaTejicrBOTO, TOJiepaHTHOcrra h npHjrrejicTBOTO Mexyjy bciihkh HauHH, 
pacoBH h pejiHrH03HH rpynn, 

y6eaeHH, ne Bonca Kyjrrypa HMa CBoe aoctohhctbo h uchhoct, kohto Tpa6Ba aa ce 
yBaxcaBaT h na3Jrr, h ne bchhkh KyjiTypH ca Hacr ot o6ihoto HacaeacTBO, npHHaaneacawo 
Ha lwjioto HOBenecTBo, 

xceaaeHKH aa ce pa3iiiHpH ona3BaHero Ha KyjrrypHOTO HacneacTBO n aa ce 
npeaocTaBH aocrbn ao cbicpoBHiaaTa Ha HaunoHajwaTa h CBcroBHa KyjiTypa 6e3 

flUCKpilMHHaUHJI, 

cmrrafiKii, Me yBpe5K.aanero hjth 3ajiHHaBaHero Ha OTaejiHH naMeTHHUH Ha 
KyjiTypHO HacneacTBO npeacraBJisiBa TejKKa 3ary6a 3a HacneacTBOTo Ha bchmkh namin no 
CBeTa, 

CHHTaHKH, He ona3BaHeTo Ha KyjrrypHOTO HacneacTBO Moxce aa 6T>ae e<peicrHBHO 
caMo b paMKHTe Ha tacho cvrpyaH hhcctbo Ha flBycrrpaHHo h MeacayHapoaHo paBHiime, 

OTHHTaHKH npHHiuimrre Ha 3aKJiK>HHTejiHH5i am - ot Xeji3HHCKaTa KOHcfiepeHUHH 3a 
curypHOCT ii cvrpyaHHHecTBO b EBpona, h 

>KejiaeRKH aa ce Ha6ejiejKaT kohkpcthh MepKH c ueji no-HaTaTbuiHO yTBip^aaBaHe 
Ha npHimnnnTe h uejiirre Ha KoHBeHUHHTa ot 1972 r. 3a ona3BaHe Ha cbctobhoto 
KyjrrypHO h npupoaHo HacjieacTBO, 



ce dozoeopuxa 3a aieditomo: 



HJIEH 1 

BcflKa eflHa ot CrpaHHTe Tp»6Ba aa npeanpneMa cbOTBerHH MepKH 3a ona3BaHe h 
cbxpaHABaHe Ha KyjrrypHOTO HacjieacTBO Ha bchhkh HapoaHocrHH, pejiHrno3HH hjih 
eTHHHecKH rpynw (HapHnaHH no-HaTan>K "rpynn"), kohto jkhbcht hjih ca wnBenH Ha 
TepnTopHjrra ii, BicnioHHTejiHo h wepTBHTe Ha npecn>nneHnero reHoujia no Bpeiue Ha 
BTopaTa CBCTOBHa BoiiHa. 

rioHHTHeTO "KyjnypHO HacneflCTBo" 3a uejiHTe Ha Cnopa3yMeHiteTo 03HanaBa 
inecra 3a 6orocny)KeHHe, o6eKTH ot HcropHnecKO 3HaMeHHe, naivieTHHUH, rpo6nma h 
MeMopiianH Ha 3arHHajiH, Kaicro h apxHBHH h flpyrn aBTem-HHHH h flOKyvieHTanHH 
MarepHanH, CB-bp3aHH c tsx. 

^JIEHl 

CrpaHHTe en c-bTpyflromaT npH raroTBSHero Ha HfleHTH<pHKau.HOHHH cnncbUH Ha 
onpeaejieHH o6eKTH, nonaaaiu.H b npHJioacHOTO none Ha HjreH 1 , ocoGeHO Te3H kohto ca 
3acTpauieHH ot ncmpeaa h pa3pyniaBaHe. BcjjKa ot crpaHHTe Moace aa ny6jiHKyBa Te3H 
cnnci»UH. 

HJIEH3 

BcHKa eflHa ot CrpaHHTe rapam-Hpa, ne H»Ma aHCKpHMHHaiiHa, (popinajiHa hjih 
(paKTHHecKa, no OTHomeHHe Ha KyjrrypHOTO HacjieacTBO Ha kojito h ia e ot rpynHTe no 
mji. 1 hjih no OTHomeHHe Ha rpa5KaaHHTe Ha flpyraTa CTpaHa b o6cera h npiijio>KCHHeTO Ha 
cBOHTe 3aKOHH h pa3nopefl6H, oTHacsmn ce ao: 

a/ ona3BaHe h cbxpawiBaHe Ha thxhoto KyjrrypHo HacjieflCTBo; 

6/ npaBOTO Ha cbfleficTBHe 3a ona3BaHeTO h cixpaHJiBaHeTO Ha thxhoto KyjiTypHO 

HaCJieflCTBO H 

b/ aocTbna Ha o6mecTBeHOcrra ao Hero. 

HJIEH4 

B cjiynaHTe, b kohto ciOTBerHaTa rpyna, noconeHa b hji. 1, He Moace caMa aa 
ociirypn naane^KHO ona3BaHe w ebxpaH»BaHe Ha CBoero KyjrrypHo HacneflCTBo, bcaks 
eflHa ot CrpaHirre npeanpneMa cneiuianHti MepKH 3a ocHrypsBane Ha HyjKHOTo onaiBane 
11 c-bxpaHHBaHe Ha KyjrrypHOTO HacjieacTBO na HefiHa TepHTopua h ce oGp-biua 3a 
cvrpyaHHHecTBO kt>m apyraTa cnpaHa hjih kt>m hchhh rpa»aaHH, KoraTO e Heo6xoaHMa 
noMom. 

MJIEH5 

06eKTHTe Ha KyjrrypHo HacjieacTBO, npeflMer Ha hji. 4, kohto hm3t oco6eHO 
3HaMeHHe, ce onpeaejurr b cniicbini c oSeKTH Ha KyjrrypHOTO HacjieacTBO. Te3ii cnncbmi 
ce o6HBHBaT ny6jiHHHo h ce npeaocTaBsrr Ha KOMnereHTHHTe (peaepajiHH, atpwaBmi h 
MecTHH opraHH. 

06eicrnTe Ha KyjiTypHO HacjieacTBO, onpea&neHH no TaKiB Hamm, me 6i>aaT 
3ana3eHn, cbxpaHeHH h o6o3HaHeHH no HaHHHa, onpeaeneH b aeiicTBamHTe B-bTpeuiHH 
HopMaTHBHH aicroBe Ha BcaKa ot CTpaHHTe. 06iaecTBeHHHT aocn»n ao Hero me 6tae 
ocHrypeH. 



TaKHBa crmcbUH c o6eKTH Ha KyjnypHO HacneacTBO ce onpeaejurr ot KoMHCHjrra 
no mji. 6. KoMHCHaTa MO>Ke ctmo no bchko BpeMe aa onpeaeJiH HMymecTBa 3a 
BKjiroMBaHe b cnnctKa. 

MJIEH 6 

CwaaBa ce CtBMecTHa komhchh no KyjrrypHOTO HacneacTBO, kohto Hao/itoaaBa 
aeHHoenrre no npanoHceHHeTO Ha cnnctuHTe, noconeHH b MjieH 2 h mjich 5, Kaicro h 
inrrbJiHHBa apynt TaKHBa <J>yHKiinn, aeJienipaHH ot CTpaHirre. Bcswa eaHa ot CTpaHHTe 
onpeaejw He noBene ot TpHMa HjieHOBe Ha KoMHCturra, kohto MoraT aa 6iaaT 
noanoMaraHH ot 3aMecTHHU,H h cibcthhiih. PemeHHjrra Ha KoMHCHjrra H3ncKBaT 
c-brjiacHeTO Ha bchmkh nneHOBe. CTpaHHTe ch cvrpyflHHHaT npw ocHrypaBaHeTO Ha 
flocrbn Ha KoMHCHjrra no o6eKTH Ha KyjrrypHo HacneacTBO h ao HH<j)opMau.H>i, 
Heo6xoflHMa 3a n3m>jTHeHHe Ha TexHHTe 3aflM5KeHHji. 

Bouca crpaHa npra npeacTaBHTejia ch b CtBMecTHaTa komhchh no KyjrrypHOTO 
HacjieacTBO /CKKH/, noconeHa b ajiHHea 1, Moxce aa noHCKa aa 6iaaT pa3pa6oTeHH 
noflxoflsiinH cnemiajiHH MepKH b ctoTBeTCTBHe c npoueaypHTe Ha CKKH c ueji ona3BaHe 
h cbxpaHeHHe Ha HaMHpamo ce Ha TepHTopmrra Ha apyraTa CTpaHa KyjrrypHo HacneacTBO 
Ha rpymi, kohto He BJiireaT b o6xBaTa Ha HjreH 1, b onynaHTe, b kohto TaKOBa Ky^Typno 
HacjieacTBO e CBi>p3aHO c KyjiTypHOTO HacneacTBO b ny»c6HHa Ha rpa>icaaHM Ha CrpaHaTa- 
MojiHT&n h e Hajiime Heo6xoflHMOcr or ona3BaHe h cixpaHeHHe. ApyraTa crrpaHa B3eMa 
non BHHMaHne MepKH b paMKHTe Ha o6xBaTa Ha cbohtc 3aKOHH h Hapea6H, b ottobop Ha 
HCKaHeTO. 

KoMHCHjrra Ha CteaHHeHHTe ma™ 3a cbxpaHSBaHe Ha aMepuKaHCKOTO 
HacneacTBO 3aa rpamma e opraHvr no H3m>jiHeHne Ha TOBa Cnopa3yMeHne ot 
aincpiiKaHCKa crpaHa. MimHcrepcTBOTo Ha KyjrrypaTa Ha Peny6jiHKa Euirapiisi e opraHvr 
no ii3m>flHeHHe Ha TOBa Cnopa3yMeHHe ot 6i>JirapcKa crpaHa. ripw npoMsiHa iia opraHa 
no n3m>jiHeHne, BCflKa ot CTpaHHTe MO>Ke aa yBeaoMH no annjioMaTHHecKM nvr apyraTa 
CrpaHa 3a TOBa. 

MJIEH 7 

Hhiuo b TOBa Cnopa3yMeHHe HHMa na 6i>ae TwiicyBaHO no HaMHH, ocBo6owaaBaui 
kojito h aa e ot CTpaHHTe ot H3ni>jiHeHHe Ha HefiHHTe 3afli.ji>KeHHa no KoHBeHUH>rra ot 
1972 3a ona3BaHe Ha cbctobhoto KyjrrypHo h npupoflHO HaaneflCTBO h/ih Ha kocto n aa e 
flpyro cnopa3yMeHHe 3a ona3BaHe Ha KyjrrypHo HacneacTBO. 

MJIEH 8 

ToBa Cnopa3yMeHHe ce H3m»JiHaBa b cbOTBercTBHe etc 3aKOHHTe h Hapea6HTe Ha 
ABere CTpaHH, Kaicro h c HanHHHHTe (jjOHacme. 

MJIEH 9 

CnopoBeTe, cBtp3aHH c TwiKyBaHero hjih npujiaraHero HaTOBa Cnopa3yMeHne ce 
OTHacHT ao opraHHTe, noconeHH b ajiHHea 3 Ha MjieH 6. 

MJIEH 10 

ToBa Cnopa3yMeHHe Bjnna b cwia ot nojiyHaBaHero Ha hothtc, c kohto CTpaHHTe 
ce yBeflOMHBaT B3anMHO, ne ca H3nwiHHJiH npaBHHTe ch H3HCKBaHH8 3a BJimaHero My b 
cnjia. To M03Ke aa 6i>ae H3MeH«H0 npe3 nucMeHo cnopa3yMeHHe Me*ay CTpaHHTe. 



HJIEH n 



ToBa Cnopa3yMeHHe ocTaBa b CHjia, noKaTo eaHa ot CrpaHHTe He yBeaoMH 
npyraTa CTpaHa nncMeHO no flunjiOMaraHecKH nvr 3a HaMepeHHero ch aa ro npeKpara. 
^eHCTBHero Ha Cnopa3yMeHHeTO ce npeicpaTflBa onea H3THMaHe Ha 6-MeceneH cpoK ot 
flaTara Ha nojiynaBaHe Ha yBeaoMJieHHero. 

noaniicaiio bi»b ..ifed#0m..k(? Ha t^&A.?^ 2002 r., b „ B a 
eaiioo6pa3HH eroeMiumpa, bcckh ot kohto iia mirjiiiHCKH m 6i>jirapcKH cihk, kato h 
hb&ta TeKCTa iiiviaT eaiiaKBa CHJia. 



3A nPABHTEJICTBOTO 
HA CbE/UlHEHHTE 
AMEPHKAHCKH irfATl 




3A nPABHTEJI( 
HAPEffXpjn 
BtifrAPHH; 



IOTO 



